
(Proposition of Introductory Speech to a demo meeting) 

Welcome to Toastmasters!

Good evening everyone, my name is …. . First of all I’d like to welcome you to Toastmasters and to this Demonstration Meeting. What we are going to do tonight is show you what Toastmasters is all about and how it can help you become more comfortable and effective when talking to others. We are going to run through a condensed meeting which will demonstrate the various things we do, then there will be a short explanation as to what is required to join a club, what the costs are, that sort of thing. After this there will be time for your questions. Then, those of you who wish to join will be able to do so.

Toastmasters International is a non-profit association of over 9900 clubs in more than 80 countries around the world. Twice a month over 200,000 members come together to learn the art of Public Speaking and how to communicate more effectively in all aspects of daily life.

When people hear the term public speaking they usually develop an image of someone up on a stage speaking to thousands of people. Then when they picture themselves standing on that stage their knees start shaking and they begin trying to find a way to escape.

Although I expect that none of us will probably ever get up on a stage to speak, I firmly believe that public speaking skills, the skills we learn in Toastmasters, are among the most important skills to learn, be it in our personal lives  (Have you ever tried to explain to the cops why you don’t deserve a parking ticket?) or at the office (For instance explaining your good idea to the boss, or explaining to him why his idea isn’t so good… )

So if you are interested in being able to communicate more effectively, dynamically or are interested in not being scared silly when talking to people in general, then you’ve come to the right place.

Enough of the introductory speech! Let me give you a brief explanation of what is going to happen. As you can see on the agenda in front of you we are going to demonstrate Table Topics, where we practice Impromptu Speaking. Then we are going to listen to two prepared speeches. After the speeches we will hear an evaluation of each speech which will give the speakers feedback to let them know how well they did and how they can improve. 

One point that I would like you to remember is that Toastmasters is a Club and not a school. There are no teachers handing out marks. We have all come here to learn together and to have fun. We learn best when having fun, and if we are not enjoying ourselves when we speak, the people we want to convince won’t be enjoying themselves either.

And now to a Toastmasters meeting itself. It is my pleasure to introduce … who will lead us through this meeting.
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